
The causative agent of downy mildew 
Peronospora brassicae Gaeum. f. brassicae 
(Gaeum.) on winter false flax (Camelina sativa 
(L.) Crantz.): the search for a source of disease 
resistance in the conditions of the Krasnodar 
region 

 

Oksana Serdyuk*, Victoria Trubina, and Lyudmila Gorlova 
 
V.S. Pustovoit All-Russian Research Institute of Oil Crops, Krasnodar, 350038, Russia 
 

Abstract. In recent years, in the conditions of the central zone of the 
Krasnodar region, downy mildew has become the most dangerous disease 
of winter false flax that affects the crop yield. Either the infected plants do 
not develop reproductive organs or these organs are undeveloped. The 
development of varieties resistant to infection by the disease causative 
agent allows efficient reducing the seed yield loss of winter false flax due 
to downy mildew without the use of chemical products. In 2015-2019, we 
conducted an assessment of the breeding material (528 cultivar samples) of 
winter false flax for resistance to downy mildew affection on a natural 
infection background. We determined that the causative agent of the 
disease is Peronospora brassicae Gaeum. f. brassicae (Gaeum.) Dzhan. 
We divided all cultivar samples into groups according to their resistance to 
the disease: immune, resistant, weakly resistant, weakly susceptible, 
susceptible. As a result of research, we selected 5 breeding samples (## 
724, 726, 728, 730, 738) that were immune to downy mildew in the course 
of several years, with yield exceeding the standard variety Karat by 0.22-
0.38 t/ha, and with oil content exceeding the standard by 0.2-0.5 %.  We 
proposed to use the selected cultivar samples in the breeding process with 
the aim of developing new false flax varieties resistant to downy mildew.  

1 Introduction 
 

Currently, false flax (Camelina sativa (L.) Crantz.) is a promising oil crop of the 
cruciferous family due to its early ripening and undemanding nature to weather conditions, 
which allows it to be grown in different soil and climatic conditions. The oil of false flax 
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seeds is more oxistable and environmentally safe in comparison with other vegetable oils. It 
is increasingly used for food purposes, the production of pharmaceuticals, as well as a 
biofuel and high-value chemical raw materials [1-4].  

The cake remaining after expression of oil from the false flax seeds is a valuable high-
protein, easily digestible feed for farm animals. The protein content in it is 23.2-29.1 % [5].  

Under cultivation, the diseases of various etiologies affect winter false flax during the 
growth season: downy mildew (the causative agent is Peronospora brassicae f. brassicae 
Gäeum), powdery mildew (the causative agent is Erysiphe communis f. brassicae 
Hammarl), Fusarium blight (the causative agent is the fungi of Fusarium Link genus), 
white rot (the causative agent is Sclerotinia sclerotiorum (Lib.) de Bary), Alternaria blight 
(the causative agent is the fungi of Alternaria Nees genus) [6-9]. 

The chemical method of plant protection is used most often to reduce the harmfulness of 
the pathogens that cause the false flax diseases. However, in addition to chemical control of 
the prevalence and development of diseases, research are being conducted in different 
countries to identify the sources of resistance of false flax to the diseases, most harmful in 
the specific climatic conditions [10-14].  

In recent years, in the conditions of the central zone of the Krasnodar region, downy 
mildew has become the most dangerous disease of winter false flax that affects the crop 
yield. The plants affected by the disease are far behind in growth, standing out prominently 
against the background of healthy plants. The leaves of such plants are pale green, covered 
with a loose white coating – the sporulation of the pathogen. Either the infected plants do 
not develop reproductive organs or these organs are undeveloped. In case of severe disease 
affection, the plants of winter false flax dry out and die quickly.  

The development of varieties resistant to infection by the disease causative agent allows 
efficient reducing the seed yield loss of winter false flax due to downy mildew without the 
use of chemical products. To do this, it is necessary to search for sources of resistance to 
downy mildew, regularly evaluating breeding material and collection samples of winter 
false flax, and introduce them into crossings through conduction of gradual work. 

The aim of this work was to identify the sources of false flax resistance to downy 
mildew in the conditions of the central zone of the Krasnodar region. 

2 Materials and methods 
 

We conducted research in 2015-2019 in V.S. Pustovoit All-Russian Research Institute of Oil 
Crops (VNIIMK), Krasnodar on the breeding material of winter false flax in the field 
conditions on a natural infection background. In 2015, we examined 128 cultivar samples of 
false flax, in 2016-2017 – 200. In 2018, we made a separate nursery for the progeny 
assessment from the false flax samples with various degree of downy mildew resistance. We 
studied 24 samples there. We sowed each sample on a plot of 7.5 m2 in three replications. We 
chose the sample # 720 as a control for downy mildew susceptibility as it was the most 
severely affected by the disease in previous years. We used variety Karat of VNIIMK 
breeding as a standard of economic character. 

We determined the prevalence of downy mildew in breeding samples of winter false flax 
according to the generally accepted formula:  

P= n  100 %, (1) N 
where P – is the disease prevalence, %; 

                         n – is the number of infected plants in a sample, pcs.; 
                         N – is the total number of accounted plants in a sample, pcs. 
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We divided the disease prevalence into low, medium and high: low – from 0.1 to 20.0 % 
of plants in the sample were affected; medium - from 20.1 to 60.0 % of plants in the sample 
were affected; high – 60.1 % of plants in the sample or more were affected.  

Based on the data of downy mildew prevalence, we divided all studied breeding samples 
of false flax into groups according to the disease resistance using the UPOV scale that we 
modified [15]: 

0 points – all plants in a sample are without symptoms of the disease (immune); 
1 point – from 0.1 to 20.0 % of plants in a sample have symptoms of the disease 

(resistant); 
2 points – from 20.1 to 40.0 % of plants in a sample have symptoms of the disease 

(weakly resistant); 
3 points – from 40.1 to 60.0 % of plants in a sample have symptoms of the disease 

(weakly susceptible); 
4 points – 60.1 of plants in a sample of more sample have symptoms of the disease 

(susceptible). 
Every year, in April, we evaluated the affection of winter false flax breeding samples by 

downy mildew, when there is a wide manifestation of signs of plants infection with disease in 
the conditions of the central zone of the Krasnodar region. 

We identified the causative agent of downy mildew in the laboratory conditions using a 
Motic BA300 microscope with 40 magnification. We determined the oil content of winter 
false flax seeds on a Matrix-1 IR spectrometer.   

During all years of research (2015-2019), the weather conditions in March-April were 
favorable for the development of the downy mildew pathogen: the average air temperature in 
March was 6.3-9.0 °С, in April – 11.1-13.8 °С; the precipitation in March was 29.2-94.0 mm 
and 25.6-67.5 mm in April; the relative humidity in March was high – 64-77 %, and 
slightly lower in April, 55-71 %, but sufficient for the pathogen development.  

3 Research results 
 

We identified the first plants of winter false flax with downy mildew symptoms in 2015. 
The most part of affected false flax plants do not grow higher than 20 cm. The leaves of 
such plants differ from the leaves of healthy plants in a light green color; a white coating is 
noted on their underside – the sporulation of the pathogen. Flowers and, consequently, pods 
are not developed on the infected plants, which negatively affects the yield of false flax. 
When plants are severely affected by the disease, they dry out quickly and become 
completely white coated (Fig. 1).   

           
   a     b 
Fig. 1. The affection of false flax by downy mildew (the causative agent is Peronospora brassicae f. 
brassicae Gäeum.) (orig.): a) an affected plant with light yellow leaves against a background of 
healthy plant; b) completely dried affected plant 
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The identification of pathogen isolates in laboratory conditions showed that the 
causative agent of downy mildew of winter false flax in the central zone of the Krasnodar 
region is Peronospora brassicae f. brassicae Gäeum. (Fig. 2). 

    
   a     b 
Fig. 2. Peronospora brassicae f. brassicae Gäeum. (orig.): a) spores; b) conidiophores 

 
In 2015, the number of false flax samples, in which there were plants affected by the 

diseases, amounted to 7.0 % of the total examined breeding material. The prevalence of 
downy mildew is these samples was low – 0.5-2.0 % (Table 1). 

Table 1. The downy mildew disease assessment of breeding samples of winter false flax, V.S. 
Pustovoit All-Russian Research Institute of Oil Crops, 2015-2017 

Research year 
The total 

number of 
samples, pcs. 

The number of affected 
samples  The disease prevalence 

on samples, %  pcs. % from the 
total number 

2015 128 9 7.0 0.5-2.0 
2016 200 195 97.5 0.4-60.0 
2017 200 197 98.5 0.6-87.3 

 
In 2016, the number of samples of winter false flax with the presence of plants affected 

by the disease increased sharply, amounting to 97.5 % of the total number of examined 
samples. The prevalence of downy mildew on them ranged from low (0.4 %) to medium 
(60.0 %). 

In 2017, the number of false flax samples with affected plants increased by 1.0 %, 
compared with the previous year, and amounted to 98.5 % of the total number of samples. 
The prevalence of the disease on them ranged from low (0.6 %) to high (87.3 %). 

In 2016-2017, the number of false flax samples without signs of downy mildew 
manifestation amounted to 2.5 and 1.5, respectively. 

In 2018, we selected the breeding samples of winter false flax for further study in a 
nursery for the progeny assessment. We chose the samples which in previous years proved 
to be susceptible (the disease prevalence on them was 60.1-87.3 %), resistant (the disease 
prevalence on them was 0.3-0.6 %) and immune (there were no signs of the disease 
manifestation on all plants) to downy mildew.  

The assessment of affection of false flax samples by the disease in the nursery showed 
that on susceptible samples of previous years the disease prevalence varied from low to 
medium, amounting to 5.8-41.0 %, and it was low on resistant samples, amounting to 3.6-
4.4 %. The immune samples of false flax reacted differently to infection with a pathogen: in 
2018, the disease prevalence on them was 0-1.7 %. From the total number of immune 
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In 2018, we selected the breeding samples of winter false flax for further study in a 
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to be susceptible (the disease prevalence on them was 60.1-87.3 %), resistant (the disease 
prevalence on them was 0.3-0.6 %) and immune (there were no signs of the disease 
manifestation on all plants) to downy mildew.  

The assessment of affection of false flax samples by the disease in the nursery showed 
that on susceptible samples of previous years the disease prevalence varied from low to 
medium, amounting to 5.8-41.0 %, and it was low on resistant samples, amounting to 3.6-
4.4 %. The immune samples of false flax reacted differently to infection with a pathogen: in 
2018, the disease prevalence on them was 0-1.7 %. From the total number of immune 

samples, we selected five samples in which no plants with signs of downy mildew affection 
were observed for 3 years (Table 2). 

Table 2. The downy mildew prevalence on the samples of winter false flax of different groups of 
disease resistance, V.S. Pustovoit All-Russian Research Institute of Oil Crops, 2018 

The resistance group of samples The number of 
samples, pcs. 

The disease prevalence 
on samples, % 

Susceptible  8 5.8-41.0 
Resistant 8 3.6-4.4 

Immune 5 0 
3 0.8-1.7 

#720 (susceptible sample, control) 1 41.5 
 

In 2018, the highest disease prevalence was noted on the control sample of false flax 
#720 (susceptible sample) – 41.5 %. 

In 2019, we continued the study of false flax samples immune to downy mildew in the 
nursery for the progeny assessment. This year, there were no signs of downy mildew 
manifestation on five samples that were immune in previous years; the disease prevalence 
on the remaining three studied samples of false flax was 20.0-26.0 %. 

The analysis of the productive qualities of false flax seeds showed that in 2018 the yield 
of the studied samples exceeded the standard variety Karat: it was significantly for samples 
## 724, 728, 730, 738 (by 0.23-0.34 t/ha) and insignificantly for sample # 726 (by 0.22 
t/ha). In 2019, the seed yield indicators of all samples were significantly higher than the 
standard variety (by 0.22-0.38 t/ha) (Table 3). 

Table 3. The productivity of selected breeding samples of winter false flax, V.S. Pustovoit All-
Russian Research Institute of Oil Crops, 2018-2019 

Sample Seed yield, t/ha Oil content of seeds, % 
2018 2019 2018 2019 

724 2.10  2.06 40.00 39.80 
726 1.98 1.90 40.00 39.60 
728 1.99 1.93 40.20 39.80 
730 2.08 1.96 40.00 39.80 
738 2.10 2.02 40.30 39.70 
Karat 
(standard) 1.76 1.68 39.80 39.40 

НСР05 0.22 0.20  0.19  0.17 
 
In 2018, the oil content of false flax seeds in samples ## 728, 738 exceeded 

significantly the standard variety Karat (0.4-0.5 %), in samples ## 724, 726, 730 – 
insignificantly (by 0.2 t/ha). In 2019, the oil content of seeds was significantly higher than 
the standard variety for all the studied samples of false flax (by 0.3-0.4 %) with the 
exception of # 726, the oil content of seeds of which was 0.2 % higher than the standard. 

Based on the received results, we proposed the selected samples of winter false flax for 
use in the breeding process with the aim of developing new high-yielding, downy mildew-
resistant cultivars with high oil content.  
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4 Conclusions 
 

We established that downy mildew of winter false flax in the conditions of the central 
zone of the Krasnodar region is caused by Peronospora brassicae f. brassicae Gäeum. As a 
result of the research, we selected breeding samples of false flax ## 724, 726, 728, 730, 
738, immune to the disease for several years.  

Among the immune samples, there were samples of winter false flax (## 724, 728, 730, 
738), the productivity of which significantly exceeded the standard variety Karat - by 0.23-
0.34 t/ha in 2018 and by 0.22-0.38 t/ha in 2019. The oil content of false flax seeds 
significantly exceeded the standard in samples ## 728 and 738 in both years of study: by 
0.4-05 % in 2018 and by 0.3-0.4 % in 2019. 

We proposed the selected samples (## 724, 726, 728, 730, 738) for use in the breeding 
process with the aim of developing new downy mildew-resistant cultivars of winter false 
flax, considering that the samples ## 728, 738 are also the sources of high productivity and 
high oil content of seeds of this crop. 
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