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Dear Honorary Lecturers Prof. Nedovic¢ and Dr. Steingas,
Dear Prof. Hadjikinov and Dear Prof. Valchev,
Dear colleagues and guests,

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the 70" Scientific Conference with International
Participation "Food Science, Engineering and Technology 2023"!

Research activity at the University of Food Technologies is closely related to the issues of technology,
technique and economics of the food, biotechnology and tourism industries. The University of Food
Technologies is a leading partner in a number of scientific projects under European programs with
international partners.

| am happy to inform you that the Government recently approved the construction of the "Agrifood
Systems and Bioeconomy" Competence Center and designated the University of Food Technologies
in Plovdiv as a leading partner. The center will be a modern multidisciplinary scientific complex with
distributed research infrastructure in the fields of agroecology, plant health, precision plant breeding,
food science and bioeconomy.

The University of Food Technologies publishes the Journal "Food Science and Applied
Biotechnology", which is referred by the largest scientific database SCOPUS and is in the process of
evaluation for referring by Web of Science. For the third year in a row, the materials from the
traditional annual conference of UFT have been granted the opportunity to be published in the
Journal BIO Web of Conferences, referred by the Web of Science and SCOPUS databases.

Since 2021, UFT is part of the established international ranking of universities, SClmago Institution
Rankings. In 2023, 16 Bulgarian universities are participating, and we occupy the prestigious 1st
position.

| believe that what is shared in your reports and scientific communications will contribute to the
development and enrichment of science. And today we understand how important science and each
of its discoveries is so that we can move forward, face difficulties, solve problems and overcome
challenges. | believe that every meeting here, every idea and thought exchanged will enrich your
scientific experience, give rise to new collaborations and projects.

Dear colleagues, | am confident that you will keep on working in order to promote your scientific
research and innovation in the field of food, biotechnology and tourism industries. Our international
conference is a platform that brings together the achievements of specialists from these economic
sectors, where science and business meet.

Good luck to all participants!

Prof. Plamen Mollov, PhD
(Rector of the University of Food Technologies, Plovdiv)
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