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Abstract. The article analyses and assesses the ducational
migration of young people from Central Asia i rdlovsk
Region as one of the Russian regions
infrastructure. Based on the results of fi/sociological survey of labour
migrants in the Sverdlovsk Region, con rs in 2023, it is
concluded that the level of professional e igrants is quite

low and does not meet the current needs of i r market. In the
future, the observed populatiof & igll Countries, including
its youth contingent, may contr’ ease in the flow of educational

, it will be necessary to
adapt the entire educ , first of all, the system of vocational
education and traj Q thi ss. Keywords: educational migration,

and training, vocational education

Central Asian youth to Russia presents both opportunities and
ighlights the significant growth in educational migration to

e of educational migration in shaping the future of both the migrants and
, with the former focusing on the specific case of Kazakh youth and the latter
t on Russian cities. These studies collectively suggest that educational migration
from Central Asia to Russia is a complex phenomenon with potential benefits for both the
igrants and the host country, but also with implications for the development of the sending
receiving regions.

Educational migration from Central Asian countries to Russia has huge potential and
benefits for both students and educational institutions in both countries. Firstly, Russian
universities offer a wide range of study programmes at different levels, from bachelor's to
doctoral level, which allows students to choose the most suitable course and specialisation
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for them. In addition, Russian education is known for its high quality and internationally
recognised status, making it attractive to students from Central Asia seeking a quality
education and improved career prospects. For Central Asian students, studying in Russia also
represents an opportunity to immerse themselves in a new culture, language and way of life,
which contributes to their personal development and broadening of horizons. Thus,
educational migration from Central Asian countries to Russia has great potential for both
sides and can contrlbute to strengthemng cultural and educatlonal tles between these reg

Russian regions are partially compensated by foreign migration.
Due to the limited statistical information on the number of educational

May 2023 the Institute of Economics of the Ural Branch of the
with the assistance of specialists from the Department of |
Region, the Migration Department of the Main Departmen
of Russia in the Sverdlovsk Region, and national dias
of labour migrants from Central Asia on the topic "
family members in the Sverdlovsk Region and t
study are of some interest for assessing the natur
of our region and make it possible to evaluat
contingent of educational migration on

tion ﬂows to the territory
for the formation of the

2 Materials and Methods

According to the data of thg of the Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs in
. i entered the territory of the region in 2023.
Tajikistan (41.1 %), Uzbekistan (24.4%),

ussian language skills to participate in the survey. Data collection was conducted
in mosques in Yekaterinburg, Verkhnyaya Pyshma and in the Universal Migration Centre of
Sverdlovsk region in Yekaterinburg.

3 Results

According to the results of the survey, migration from Central Asian countries prevails in the
Sverdlovsk Region, as well as in Russia as a whole. A significant share in migration flows
from these countries are citizens of Tajikistan. An important characteristic is the age of
migrants (Fig. 1).
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with which some migrants came to the region to s
status of 'student' at various universities in the cj
research, we are interested in the purpose of forei
level of education.

The results of the sociological survg
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ey results indicate that migrants arrive in Russia and the Sverdlovsk Region not
only for economic reasons such as earning money, improving living standards, and
ganizing business, but also for educational purposes, which accounted for approximately
o of the sample (Fig. 3).
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opportunity to earn a living 56.7%

want to live in Russia 35.8%

family reunion 6.8%
education 12.9%
starting own business 11.3%

opportunity to improve standard of living 0.5%

Fig. 3. Purpose of foreign migrants arriving in the Sverdlovsk Region.

To determine the potential number of students enrolled in V

industry at 11%.
ing catering, medicine, and
respondents did not have

the second place in terms of demand for migrant |
The percentage of migrants employed in the soci
education, was relatively low at 16%. Table 1 sh
professional education or their education did not

phere, incl
s that 60%

0 vocational training received.

Question: “Does Frequency Percent
correspond
yes, it does 158 40
no, it does 135 34
103 26
396 100

orth noting that migration from Central Asian countries has the potential
p of students enrolled in VET programmes [5-7]. This group may include not
eople aged 15-18 years old but also older individuals who need to improve their
skills or obtain a speciality necessary for work.

Several studies [8-13] have been conducted on educational migration to Russian
ersities. According to these studies and the current analysis, the proportion of foreign
students in VET institutions in both the Urals Federal District and Russia as a whole remains
very low. However, this proportion has increased in recent years. Between 2010 and 2015,
the proportion of students studying in the Russian VET institutions increased from 0.4% to
1.2%. Additionally, the percentage of foreign nationals from CIS countries increased by 2%
[14]. Currently, 98% of foreign students studying at VET institutions are CIS citizens, likely
due to the historical ties between these countries and Russia.
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The UN report World Population Prospects, 2022 predicts that Tajikistan's population
will grow from 8.48 million to 11.2 million by 2030, 14.2 million by 2050, and 18.5 million
by 2100. The UN forecast also predicts population growth in other Central Asian republics
by 2100. Kazakhstan has a population of 25 million people (17.6 million in 2015), while
Kyrgyzstan has a population of 9 million (5.94 million in 2015), Turkmenistan has a
population of 5.6 million (5.37 million in 2015), and Uzbekistan has a population of 32
million (29.89 million in 2015) (https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/\}
Population-Prospects-2022).

Therefore, it is quite possible that there will be a mass educational migration tq

long term.

The economies of Central Asian countries, which have sufficie
growth rates, are unlikely to be able to create jobs that satisfy the lab
result, both labour and educational migration from these coupi®
increase.

However, implementing the strategy of exporting educati
vocational education institutions and at the state-SVET co
major challenges. The challenges faced by potential e

languages. Additionally, entrants from CIS count
their school curricula differ from that of the Russ

To assess the potential of the contingent of VET system, the authors
analysed demographic projections of ghe Central Asian countries:
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and iz oups 15-16 and 17-18, updated
in 2022 by the United Nations Popula Department of Economic and Social

According to our socj

This figure is base e_te rvey, which found that educational migration
o of the respondents. However, it is important to note that

15-16 aged 17-18 aged 15-18 aged
high medium | low | high medium | low | high medium | low
1,7 1,6 1.4 1,7 1,5 0,8 3.4 3,1 22
2025 1,9 1,7 1,6 1,8 1,6 0,9 3,7 33 2,5
2026 2,0 1,9 1,7 2,0 1,8 1,0 | 4,0 3,7 2,7
2030 6,6 6,0 5,5 6,6 5,8 32 13,2 11,8 8,7
2031 6,7 6,2 5,6 6,6 5,9 3,1 13,3 12,1 8,7
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2035 11,3 10,4 9,5 11,3 10,0 5.4 22,6 20,4 14,9
2036 11,4 10,0 8,7 11,3 9,5 5,0 22,7 19,5 13,7
2040 16,0 13,4 11,2 | 16,0 12,9 6,4 32,0 26,3 17,6
2041 18,4 14,8 12,0 | 18,0 14,4 7,0 36,4 29,2

2045 18,5 14,6 11,4 | 18,5 14,0 6,6 37,0 28,6

2046 19,0 14,9 11,5 | 19,0 14,0 6,5 38,0

2050 25,0 18,9 14,2 | 25,0 18,2 8,1 50,0

2055 26,8 20,1 14,9 | 26,9 19,3
2060 28,1 20,4 14,8 | 28,3 19,6
2065 28,7 19,8 13,8 | 29,0 19,1
2070 29,3 19,2 12,8 | 29,7 20,2
2075 30,3 18,9 12,1 | 30,8 19,1
2076 30,6 14,4 12,0 | 31,3 1 32,4 18,8
* Calculated on the basis of data from United Nations i sion Department of Economic

and Social Affairs. URL:https://www.un.o n-reach-8-billion-15-november-

2022 (accessed 15.12.23)

As a result of low birth ratases igh mrtality rates, Russia's population is declining
both in general and at young is is {0t the case in the Central Asian countries, where
the population is still grou e to grow in the 1ong term, albeit at a slower
rate. The wave-like i
the population of

v gainst the background of declining demand and prestige of secondary vocational
education among domestic youth, it is important not to reduce the potential of VET
astitutions, but to reorient them, with the support of the state, towards training and retraining
oreign citizens, mainly from CIS countries [17].

5 Conclusion

In conclusion, it should be noted that the education system as a whole, as well as all areas of
life, develops under the direct influence of demographic factors. The change in the number
of people of a certain age is a manifestation of a wave-like demographic dynamic that cannot
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be corrected by direct management measures. The long-term impact of these factors can only
be predicted and taken into account in the formation of educational policy.

The potential of educational migration from Central Asian countries may remain
untapped if we do not accept the challenges that currently exist in the market for educational
services. First of all, there is the increasing competition among educational institutions for
applicants, especially on the part of universities. According to the Ministry of Education and
Science of the Russian Federation, by 2024 the number of foreign students studyi
Russian universities should increase to 425 thousand people.

It should be noted that changes in education policy should be coordinated
in economic and migration policy, employment policy, labour market polic
and foreign policy. Russian vocational education can serve as a tool for in
in Russia and for filling the Russian labour market with new middle
scarce fields and specialities.
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