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Abstract. The growth of the tourism industry in several regions has become 
evident in recent years. The tourism industry increased awareness among 
stakeholders, including the government, private sector, and community, 
regarding the impacts of these activities. The effects are noticeable in the 
economic sector and the social and cultural aspects of tourism destinations. 
While there are positive outcomes, negative impacts can also arise from 
tourism development, though they may be less apparent. Preventive 
measures are necessary to minimize these impacts. This study specifically 
aims to identify the socio-cultural dynamics in Tiku Village, Agam 
Regency. The research data was collected using a qualitative exploratory 
approach. The impacts of tourism development on the social life of the 
community in the Tiku coastal area include the transfer of land ownership, 
changes in land use, shifts in social perspectives, and other less significant 
changes that still require preventive measures to avoid adverse effects on the 
local society. Community empowerment is one of the strategic actions to 
mitigate the negative impacts of tourism activities in Tiku Village, Agam 
Regency. 

1 Introduction 
The coastal tourism sector in Indonesia can contribute to local revenues, currently ranking 
second after the palm oil export industry [1-2]. Tourist expenditure, both domestic and 
international, is one of the industry's contributions to the coastal tourism sector [3]. 
Expenditure at the individual level may influence a community's revenue in addition to 
propelling the region's economy, both directly and indirectly through coastal tourism-related 
activities [4-5]. West Sumatra Province has particularly leveraged this positive growth of 
tourism [6-7]. As a result, foreign visitor arrivals through the Minangkabau International 
Airport gate in Padang are primarily from West Sumatra Province's coastal regions, 
accounting for the second biggest share. The 530,000 international visitors that come to West 
Sumatra, and more especially the Mentawai Islands region, account for 10.55% of the total 
[3,8]. 

Agam is a regency in West Sumatra Province, where the coastal tourism sector 
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specifically thrives [9-10]. Among the many tourist attractions in this regency is the beach, 
where visitors are drawn by the big waves and white sand [11]. Within this framework, 
amenities may facilitate tourism endeavors by offering travelers comfort and contentment, 
therefore generally impacting the number of visits. Between 20.99% and 45.11%, on average, 
the number of domestic tourists visiting the Agam Regency increased [12]. The 
modernization phenomenon affects employment performance positively, but it also has 
negative effects on social inequalities, a disappearing culture of collaboration, increasingly 
individualistic groups, and changes in lifestyle [13] defined modernization as a 
transformation process from traditional to modern communities, capable of increasing the 
effectiveness of communities work. Nonetheless, the rise in tourism may be detrimental to 
sociocultural norms [3]. Because of its large waves and above-average wind speeds that are 
ideal for surfing, Tiku Beach is a popular tourist attraction for foreigners [14]. This location 
is seeing the construction of a number of facilities, including restaurants and villas, which 
will change the use of the area to accommodate visitors. Therefore, in order to reduce cultural 
deterioration, sociocultural changes in communities must be taken into account [15-16].  

Culture is primarily composed of widely shared ideals, norms, values, and assumptions 
about the way of life or behavior of particular communities [17–19]. [20] defined culture as 
a system of interconnected meanings where the nature of reality is upheld and acknowledged. 
Furthermore, the study identified the important role of authenticity in culture. As per [21] 
sociocultural implications are defined as "communities impacts" of tourism, emphasizing 
alterations in the standard of living of communities in tourist areas. Additionally, cultural 
impacts pertain to modifications in customs, beliefs, conventions, and identities that arise 
from tourism. [22] explained that social change is a variation of accepted ways of life caused 
by changes in geographical conditions, material culture, population composition, ideology, 
and diffusion or discovery in communities. Moreover, [23] stated that several coastal 
environments were intensely modified and degraded due to urban growth. The indirect and 
cumulative consequences of agricultural, horticultural intensification, and rural land use are 
visible in port operations, marina development, coastal tourism, flood management, invasive 
species, and industrial growth. 

The current study aimed to identify sociocultural dynamics in Tiku Village, Agam 
Regency, due to modernization. Additionally, it offered scholarly suggestions for preserving 
the ideals of the Tiku Beach tourism environment and the Agam Regency. According to the 
report, tourism should be sustainable. Within this framework, ecologically conscious and 
commercially successful tourism is promoted via sustainable tourist development. 
Additionally, it takes into account the sociological characteristics of places like Tiku Beach. 

2 Materials and methods of research 

2.1 Study location  

From June to August of 2024, this study was carried out in Tiku Village, Tanjung Mutiara 
Sub-district, Agam Regency, West Sumatra Province, Indonesia. Additionally, the majority 
of the interviews were performed informally and randomly, and all statistics given were 
deemed accurate as of July 2024. When visiting the houses of the villagers, few questions 
were asked and discussions about ordinary issues were explored without predetermining their 
course. There were attempts to learn more about the topic when important details surfaced 
[24]. The goal of this approach was to document and elucidate the nuanced perspectives of 
the local fisherman. At the same time, there was proactive participation as the conversation 
arose organically in accordance with the fishermen's everyday experiences. 

 In addition to the informal interviews, participant observation was conducted on family 
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members [25-26]. In order to answer inquiries regarding lineages, family relationships, and 
clan marriage customs that occasionally arose during migration, this was essential. It was 
also essential to demonstrate the villagers' openness to talking about their everyday activities. 
The integration of Tiku communities' acceptance and engagement with the government's 
image was achieved through the ethnographic direction. People who live along the Tiku coast 
have theorized and started to modify identities, practices, classifications, and originalities 
within their local knowledge as a result of their engagement. As a result, the study looked at 
the adoption of the Minangkabau variation of Tiku and assessed the effects that followed as 
well as the new behaviors. 
 

 
Fig. 1. Map of Tanjung Mutiara District, Agam Regency (https://www.viamichelin.pl/web/Mapy-
plany) 

2.2 Observation and interview 

The variables in this study were described using conceptual explanations, definitions, notes, 
or other methods of documenting field circumstances, all in accordance with the qualitative 
approach [27]. The following criteria were used to select the analysis, 1) relation to socio-
economic aspects, 2) social and cultural potential of the village, i.e.  traditions, customs, and 
interactions among communities, as well as 3) the fundamental scope of cultural 
entrepreneurship. The study included 25 semi-structured interviews with fishermen as well 
as local stakeholders, with 15 men and 10 women. Furthermore, the technique of snowball 
sampling was employed to choose informants. [28]. Included in the interview outline were 
questions on working in fishing villages, financial efforts, distributing information about 
environmental law implementation, and socioeconomic status. Table 1 shows the questions 
that were posed in order to ascertain the informants' degree of knowledge. Recordings of the 
outcomes and coding of the interviews were also made. 

Table 1. Identity of Informants from the Fishing Communities in Tiku Village 

Occupation Number of Informants 
Village Head 2 
Fisherman 13 
Fisherman's Wife 5 
Fish Trader 5 
Total 25 

Source: Primary Data, 2024  
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3 Results 

3.1 Development of Tiku Beach facilities 

Thirty top locations were identified by the Agam Regency Government Regulation on 
Tourism Planning. One of the locations was the Tiku Coastal Area, which is well-known for 
its beach and marine tourism, turtle protection zones, and the island home to a variety of 
wildlife [29-30]. Since most tourism development including stakeholders like visitors, 
tourism enterprises, and locals rely on attractions and activities connected to the natural 
environment, heritage, as well as culture, it is imperative that tourism planning adopt a 
sustainable development strategy. 

According to [31], Tiku Beach was ranked second out of the twelve beaches analyzed, 
and included in the potential beaches category. As a result, it can be economic income source 
for communities welfare. Both the local economy and the economies of the nearby villages 
are impacted by tourism, either directly or indirectly. Thus, optimal planning and 
development activities are required to establish ideal tourism destinations that serve a variety 
of interests, including communities, the business sector, and the government.     

Tiku Beach often serves as a destination for annual events, and it is widely visited by the 
surrounding communities and those outside the area. Tourists usually enjoy the beauty of the 
beach and the excitement of events held several times a year, such as the celebration of Eid 
al-Fitr, the independence of Indonesia, Art and Music Performances, and more. The 
extraordinary natural potential of Tiku Beach makes it a domestic and international tourists 
destination. Furthermore, rare beach beauty, characterized by white sand for marine tourism 
activities, makes the destination widely visited by domestic and foreign tourists. Foreign 
tourists who visit for marine tourism often choose to travel to Tiku Village for various 
reasons. These include the natural beauty of Tiku Beach, the culinary and typical 
Minangkabau ethnic cuisine, and fishing. Most remain on to develop a tourism-related 
company in the area. There were three homestays run by local business owners up till 2024. 
The number of homestays and other tourism facilities that open each year is indicative of the 
conversion of agricultural land into tourism land. Therefore, the government has started to 
contribute to accessibility development in order to encourage tourism-related activities, 
particularly in Tiku Village. 

About two hours or 87 kilometers from Padang City, in the Tiku Village, Tanjung Mutiara 
District, is where Tiku Beach could be found. The route traveled by public transportation was 
very good, and accessibility was prioritized. Road enlargement and local government repairs 
of damaged roads have started to improve accessibility throughout the past five years. This 
is carried out to facilitate accessibility to tourists destinations. One of the issues raised to 
ensure comfort and reduce accidents for visitors going through the evening or at night is street 
lighting. Another infrastructure that supports tourism activities is a communication network, 
specifically essential in a travel situation. Additionally, Tiku Beach has a number of well 
equipped telecommunications service providers. Based on [12], a minimum of three cellular 
networks have been installed and are in good condition. These telecommunications service 
providers ensure convenience for tourists, specifically those who spend the night.  

The expanse of white sand fenced with rows of shrimp pines is the beach's hallmark. The 
sea is decorated with calm waves, making it suitable for tourists to play in the water and relax 
while enjoying the sunset. This beach is in a cape area that juts into the sea and has a long, 
curved coastline. Although located on the west coast, it has calm waves and holds the charm 
of being underwater in the form of coral reefs. In addition to its wideness, the beach area is 
quite sloping and beautiful, with rows of shrimp pines that provide a cool atmosphere. This 
has made Pasia Tiku village a target and easily accessible destination for tourists of various 
ages. 
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Tourists can easily arrive at Tiku Village by simply asking the locals for directions and 
following the West Cross road from Padang City. The road is straightforward, not winding, 
and in very good condition. Furthermore, a stretch of grass with scattered pine and fir trees 
marks the entrance to the beach and also serves as a parking lot. Several stalls and similar 
street vendors are present in this area. The row of shady pine trees ends with a stretch of soft 
white sand. A gentle breeze accompanies the calm waves that ripple into the shore, with the 
view consisting of blue sea and sky. To enjoy this beauty, tourists can relax on the chairs 
provided. There is also a gazebo for those who wish to relax in the shade. The quiet beach 
area is perfect for family picnics, playing in the sand, or enjoying the waves. In addition to 
the beach and the sea, the village also has Tiku Lagoon, located north of the beach. This 
saltwater lake, known as Muaro Putuih, was naturally formed by geological events and 
separated from the sea by only a narrow stretch of sand. The lagoon offers a unique panorama 
with its green grass and rows of coconut trees. It serves as a perfect destination for tourists 
aiming to find a 'sunset cinema' other than the beach. In addition, the lagoon is a habitat for 
various types of fish and shellfish. While relaxing, it would be ideal to enjoy delicious food, 
particularly the seafood dishes attributed to the West Sumatra coast. Tiku Beach offers 
several types of food and snacks, and is always open to tourists. Those who are interested in 
participating in the fish auction are recommended to visit early in the morning.  

The beach is crowded with tourists, specifically on weekends and national holidays. 
Langkitang and Pensi are abundant shellfish in the Laguna Tiku area. These shellfish dishes 
are one of the tourists' favorite culinary delights. In addition to these two, there are also lokan 
satay, crab, shrimp, sala bulek, and karupuak kuah, kerupuk doused in satay sauce with 
vermicelli topping. Tourists can also get the chance to eat fresh seafood by arriving in the 
morning and joining the fish auction directly from the fishermen who have just returned from 
the sea. Subsequently, tourists can take their preferred fish to nearby stalls to be prepared 
with spices and served with warm rice. Other tourist spots around the beach include Ujuang 
and Tangah Islands. These two small islands are not far from the shoreline, serve as natural 
fortress for Pasia Tiku, and protect the beach from the fierce winds of the Indian Ocean. 
Furthermore, the islands are uninhabited and the distance between the two is only about 10 
minutes by boat. The white sand and lush coconut trees coverings make the islands ideal for 
camping in the wild. The sea around the islands is decorated with beautiful coral reefs, which 
serve as a natural habitat for various types of fish and other marine life. Therefore, the islands 
are well worth visiting for snorkeling and diving enthusiasts. 

3.2 Coastal land conversion in the Tiku Coastal area 

Seawater flow and waves have a significant impact on communities activities, as the majority 
of the residents are fishermen. However, the high currents and waves caused by Indian Ocean 
do not prevent Tiku Village communities from fishing as there is a slope which provides easy 
landing for boats. It is necessary to encourage the potential of tourism and fishing. In order 
to give communities access to facilities, skill development, and mental health support, 
collaboration with relevant authorities is imperative. This is expected to reduce urbanization 
because there are already jobs in the village to meet family needs. Before development of 
tourism in Tiku Beach, communities worked as fishermen and farmers. The sea serves as the 
main source of income for fishermen with simple and modern tools. 

Tourism industry development in the area has triggered land conversion to meet the needs 
of tourism activities. Land conversion can be understood as a change in the function of part 
or all of the land area from its original use (as planned), negatively impacting the environment 
and land potential. Based on data from [12], agricultural land conversion has decreased by 
around 30-40 ha, with the decline consistently growing each year due to the massive tourism 
development in the village. This has also impacted the rapid development of homestays 
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facilities, villas, restaurants, and other tourism support facilities. This change in the function 
of agricultural areas shows the significant impact of tourism on sociocultural life of 
communities.  

Community is significantly influenced by tourism activities that directly interact with 
social processes. Burker (2003) identified social change as an ambiguous term, involving 
social structure, organization, economy, and culture changes. Impact of tourism activities at 
TIku Beach shows that tourism development is significantly driven by the pursuit of quantity 
and growth. This is evident in the conversion of agricultural land into supporting tourism 
facilities. The conversion has led to a reduction in agriculture areas used by the local 
communities for generations, negatively impacting income. This trend can result in increased 
unemployment rate, considering that the skills possessed by communities are still limited. 
Changes in the livelihoods of the local communities require special attention to address 
sociocultural impacts. Another challenge is that, before the entry of newcomers into Nagari 
Tiku Selatan, the sense of kinship between local communities was very strong, reinforced by 
the area's high sense of ownership. However, the arrival of the newcomers could trigger social 
problems, as migrants need to adapt to new environment, bringing customs from their 
respective regions. [32] observed that cultural diversity influenced the relationship between 
foreign newcomers and local communities in Tiku Village, leading to prejudice, stereotypes, 
conflict, and discrimination. 

3.3 Environmental challenge in Tiku Village 

A common challenge in Tiku Village is insufficient clean water during the dry season, 
specifically in Gasan Kaciak, Banda Gadang, Pasa Tiku, Pasia Tiku, Kampuang Darek, Pasia 
Paneh, and Sungai Nibung Villages [10]. Water flowing from the city center to the seven 
villages through pipes is often discharged during the dry season. Particularly, residential 
homes in Pasa Tiku and Pasia Tiku Villages have a clean water source provided through pipe 
units from Drinking Water Company (PAM), while the other five villages receive 
construction water from the Regional Government. Other sources of clean water are 200 dug 
wells with 220 user families, 40 public hydrants with 220 user families, and one PAM pipe 
from center of Tanjung Mutiara Sub-district with 450 user families, and rivers flowing into 
the beach. Furthermore, almost all villages have public toilets. 

Tiku Village, which is directly adjacent to the coast and is part of a volcanic plate, is an 
area susceptible to earthquakes and tsunamis. The existence of the Coastal Forest initiated by 
the Forestry and Plantation Service has been poor, necessitating reclamation efforts. Areas 
affected by disasters often leave a feeling of sadness for those who experience such events 
firsthand, creating a lasting emotional impression. These emotions can lead disaster-affected 
communities to become cautious and concerned with nature and its mitigation. The addition 
of evacuation routes and SAR (search and rescue) training should also be prioritized. This 
will ensure effective response when a disaster occurs and climate change impacts 
communities. According to [15], sustainable communities can reduce disaster risk by having 
a social foundation that minimizes impact of disaster, respects cultural diversity, and 
prioritizes the needs of future generations. Furthermore, this risk reduction should be 
interconnected and reciprocal, convergence, integrating hazard studies into a broader 
awareness of sustainability and disaster prevention. 

3.4 Issues between local communities and tourists in Tiku Village 

The noble values still cultivated by Tiku Village and other villages in Tanjung Mutiara Sub-
district, Agam Regency, reflect the spirit of cooperation. Village cleaning is also a culture 
that is still preserved, with each village having a different implementation schedule. Another 
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culture still preserved in Pasia Tiku is the art of music. The traditional and simple equipment 
creates an appealing and amazing view to the audience at several events, specifically during 
official visits or communities celebrations. The local communities still uphold the family 
spirit in facing challenges, thereby security is always maintained. The cooperative attitude in 
completing a job needs to be fostered and preserved to facilitate village development and 
prosperity. 

Cultural diversity impacts the social distance between tourists and local communities in 
Tiku Village, evident through prejudice, stereotypes, conflict, and discrimination. 
Stereotypes can be in the form of the special treatment of wealthy tourists by local 
communities. A form of discrimination against newcomers is the difference in monthly fees, 
where newcomers with homestays are charged more. Furthermore, through certain 
regulations, local communities have policies that require newcomers to mix and socialize 
with surroundings, tending to be individualistic.  

The regulation has led to conflicts with newcomers who have settled in Tiku, perceiving 
local communities to be unpunctual. This difference is related to varying perceptions of time 
between newcomers and local communities. The newcomers tend to be more disciplined with 
time, while local communities view time through a lens of magical or spiritual elements. The 
social distance between newcomers and local communities tends to narrow when interacting 
based on specific contexts and interests. However, ineffective communication and minimal 
interaction can widen this social distance. Some local communities feel newcomers who own 
high-end homestays are not close to their guests. The infrequent communication between 
these high-end newcomers and the local communities affects their relationships and increases 
social distance. In Tiku Village, social distance is not only influenced by prejudice, 
stereotypes, conflict, and discrimination, but also through communication patterns. 
Communication can either narrow or widen social distance. Frequent interaction and 
communication can significantly reduce the social distance between two parties. The social 
distance and communication patterns are presented as follows. 
 

 
Fig.2. Social distance and communication between local communities and newcomers/tourists 
 
The figure shows the relationship between newcomers and local communities with similar 
cultural patterns. Both groups feel comfortable, resulting in open communication. 
Conversely, newcomers and local communities with different cultural patterns communicate 
feel uncomfortable and less open. The communication process between foreigners and local 
communities has progressed to a dynamic stage. Local communities are more willing to 
understand and learn about the culture of new environment, namely Tiku Village. 
Furthermore, some newcomers have mingled and integrated as part of an adaptation process. 
The results showed newcomers were close to the local communities based on specific 
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contexts and interests. 

3.5 Empowerment of local communities in Tiku Village 

Community-based tourism development can be an alternative to emerging sociocultural 
problems [33-34]. Through this empowerment, communities can participate in the 
formulation, planning, management, and evaluation. Therefore, all permits leading to tourism 
development should go through local communities forums before obtaining further approval 
from the local government. Therefore, communities are expected to be actively involved in 
development. According to [35], community-based tourism management can leverage 
economy, leisure time, environmental cleanliness and security, the emergence of business 
creativity, nature and cultural preservation. Moreover, effective management requires proper 
training within communities. 

Communities empowerment through effective skills training based on tourism potential 
and local wisdom can be an effective approach to developing competent and qualified 
individuals to manage destinations. Therefore, communities should be encouraged to have 
local skills to provide food and drinks suitable for tourists, and managing homestays or other 
accommodations, which are key factors to the success of the area. This training enables 
individuals lacking management experience to effectively run business. Good 
communication training is also essential when welcoming tourists. It is crucial to emphasize 
the typical friendliness of the Indonesians for receiving foreign tourists who visit for the sole 
purpose of enjoying the beauty of Tiku Village. 

4 Conclusions 
In conclusion, tourism development in an area could provide significant benefits when 
managed appropriately. While land conversion due to tourism development could not be 
totally avoided, it could be reduced by developing nature-based tourism that adhered to 
ecotourism-based development standards. In addition, communities empowerment should 
involve communities as active participants in tourism. This empowerment could be achieved 
through the socialization of tourism awareness, effective communication methods, and 
tourism management training, enabling communities to actively participate in tourism 
development. Such empowerment could mitigate sociocultural challenges arising from 
tourism activities at Tiku Beach. 
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